My interest in freshwater was inspired by Professor Edward Percival, while I was one of his students at Canterbury University from 1942 to 1946. When the Marine Department Fisheries Division was expanded in 1947, I became one of a team of four biologists, three freshwater with K. Radway Allen as the leader, and one Marine Biologist. The other new freshwater ecologist was Brian T. Cunningham, who was also a Professor Percival student, and the new Marine Biologist was Dr R. Morrison Cassie. 

At that time, apart from a University position, there were few opportunities for a career in biology, and major contributions to freshwater research had been made by amateur naturalists. Mr Gerard Stokell of Christchurch was a significant contributor, and Derisley F. Hobbs, for the Freshwater Research Committee (of Acclimatisation Societies) studied the natural reproduction of trout. 

Shortly after Brian and I joined, the laboratory moved to a new site in Wingfield Street in Wellington. The building had been used by an undertaker and was quite suited to our use. There had been a carpenter's and preparation room, and a marble slab left behind made a useful benchtop. 

The 1947 re-organisation of the Marine Department's Freshwater Fisheries included establishment of a Fisheries Management Division with Derisley F. Hobbs as the leader, and Pat Dickinson his assistant. One of their first tasks was to promote a coordinated approach to the control of water pollution, which at the time was fragmented, with control vested in Government Departments. Their survey and report were the foundations for the more effective control system that we now have.

I was fortunate in having K. Radway Allen to guide my early research, and gained from him an appreciation of the importance of a numeric approach to biological research. A major part of my research was carried out from a Christchurch base, and there I had the benefit of Professor Percival who was always willing to discuss and advise on problems. He was a most valued mentor. 

The research work by Radway Allen, "The Horokiwi Stream", and my own early research on the distribution and abundance of eels, emphasised the great need for better ways of sampling fish. After various trials we settled on electricity as the most promising technique, and as I had a background in electronics, I did much of the development from an interesting phenomenon, to a practical and useful fisheries tool. Without this tool I would not have been able to complete a study of the effects of eels on a trout population. When commercial exploitation of eels began I was able to help with advice.

My main interest had always been in the Limnology of Lakes, and completion of the eel/trout study, I was able to devote time to this topic, concentrating on the effects of eutrophication on fish, and collaborating with my friend and colleague Dr Geoff Fish of Rotorua. I returned to Wellington to be the leader of Freshwater section of the Fisheries Research Division in 1970. Eutrophication research led to the development of automatic digital data logging of oxygen and temperature levels, using digital electronic techniques made possible by the advent of computers. With this experience, I was able to make a contribution to water quality problems.

I enjoyed my term as foundation Secretary of the Society, and benefited considerably from the experience. I found the contacts I made with other researchers especially valuable.

