When I came back to New Zealand to a lectureship at Auckland University in 1967, after working in Australia with Hilary Jolly and doing a PhD at Glasgow, and saw how much freshwater work was now being done, I thought what a good idea it would be to have a New Zealand Limnological Society similar to the Australian one that Hilary had helped to start and of which I was a foundation member. Geoff Fish was encouraging and I wrote to Vida Stout who was the only other university limnologist at the time. I drafted a letter suggesting a meeting in Auckland in late 1967 which we both signed and we sent it off to the 40 or 50 people and organisations we thought we might be interested, and about 30 came to the meeting. Vida was elected as the first President and I became the Editor of the Newsletter, which was to contain the summaries of current work in the Research Notes section, and list all papers, theses and reports published each year, as did the Australian one. Kit Rutherford was the first Secretary-Treasurer and was immensely useful in clarifying the precise wording of our constitution and sorting out our tax position. We had a half-day excursion to Lake Whangape on a rather cold and blustery day and photos show a rather chilly-looking collection of limnologists gazing over the uninspiring, turbid, and wind-tossed waters of the lake. I had greatly enjoyed the two excursions I had been on with the ASL and believed wholeheartedly in the scientific and social benefits of the contacts one made on such trips. I find it distressing that in these days of penny pinching by organisations that many limnologists attend only for the day on which they deliver their paper and then race back to their desks. I shall turn in my grave if ever the excursions are abandoned and I have very little sympathy with those who say they cannot afford to go on them if their organisation will not pay - none of us are as close to the poverty line as that. My other great hope is that the Society will continue to give financial support to the students who will in due course become its officers and members. Many of the current members gave their first papers, stumbling and trembling, to what has always been a very sympathetic audience, and many a thesis must have been improved by comments from experts in the field. One other principle was established: that of alternating meetings between North and South Island venues to spread the costs of attendance more evenly (it is ridiculous that it can be cheaper to attend an ASL meeting in Sydney or Melbourne than for an Aucklander to go to Dunedin or vice versa for an NZLS one). Meetings that stand out in my memory are one at Turangi when Mt Ngaruahoe began to erupt, and another one when Vivienne Cassie gave an enthusiastic account of the thermophilic algae she collected whilst on her honeymoon after her marriage to Bob Cooper, in a paper called 'Honeymoon Algae'.

My work on zooplankton ecology and on crustacean systematics is surveyed in the 1999 symposium with which I was honoured when I retired (N.Z. Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research 33). Since then I have been occupied with taxonomic work on amphipods and, with Maureen Lewis, a revision of our book, An Introduction to the Freshwater Crustacea of New Zealand.
