A couple of events, not associated with LimSoc – to be honest, I have no early LimSoc recollections: But let me highlight a few research observations: One was part of my MSc thesis and I was at Makara, west of Wellington, learning what I could about the redfin bully, about which nothing was known. Gerald Stokell had earlier commented on colouration variation of redfins – some having red stripes and others not. The species is, as we now take for granted, sexually dimorphic and the males  are red-finned. I can still, in my ‘mind’s eye’ see, one day in spring 1961, a jet black bully dart from beneath a large stone, and then dart back. I’d never before seen a ‘jet black’ one, though, if you knock a redfin out with anaesthetic it usually goes black. Anyway, I stopped to watch, and there beneath a stone, was a pair of redfins, the male jet-black, as I had noticed, and they were working their way around beneath the rock, depositing and fertilising their eggs. I lay on a grassy bank above the stream, and for an hour or more watched, entranced by discovering how the species breeds, when and where it did so: all new. Some months later, I started at the old Marine Department Fisheries Laboratory (in a former city morgue in Thorndon), studying ‘whitebait’, and I recollect working my way with a net, along a small stream, concentrating on what I was finding, head down, and at one point looked up and found myself completely surround by a herd of black angus cattle, which had quietly sneaked up and were ‘checking me out.’ Before long I began monthly trips to the Waikanae River, north of Wellington, where we were exploring aspects of the ecology of inanga. Each time, Keith Maynard, electric fishing technician, would load up his machine and ensure that everything was working before we clambered down to fish a pool at a small weir below the main road bridge, and begin our ‘upstream’ site. The visit, in I think August 1964, for the first time, revealed ‘whitebait’ in the riffly run above the weir, and there, we saw for the first time post-whitebait juveniles of koaro and banded kokopu – the beginning of the discovery of the multi-species characteristics of the whitebait fishery. It was a serendipitous discovery, as is true of much of science – had we not caught the well metamorphosed juveniles, we might not have noticed the fresh-run whitebait of these species. The fact that inanga were never there alerted us to the fact that koaro and banded kokopu whitebait can climb – something that mountaineer Arthur Harper had written about many years before. Also, nearly six decades earlier, James Hector had stated, definitively, that “the question of the true nature of the so-called “New Zealand whitebait” has been so fully worked out and published that it is hardly necessary to say more about it...G. attenuatus is the adult form of the true whitebait of New Zealand.” Had Hector been with us that day, I have no doubt that he would have been as enthusiastic as we were excited. Soon afterwards I had a phone call from Jock Moreland, then at the Dominion Museum, to say : “Have a look at some whitebait in a fish shop in Cuba Street – they look a bit odd,” and when I did so, it was obvious that the fish that Jock was talking about were, again, some of the ‘other’ species in the fishery. As a result, I began to carry bottles with the preserved adults of what were eventually the five species, and I recall talking with a whitebaiter on the Wanganui River, in Westland, telling him about progress in our whitebait research, to which he generously responded “Well.....you’re wasting your bloody time”, and I was -  talking to him.

