My first recollection is that of the formation of the new New Zealand Limnological Society, at an evening meeting in a room at the University of Canterbury in 1968. During a New Zealand Ecological Society conference it was decided to split off the study of lakes from the ever-widening sphere encompassed by New Zealand ecologists. My involvement in lectures to NZLS came some years later after the death of my first husband Professor Morrison Cassie in December 1974.

After my appointment with the former DSIR at Mt Albert Research Centre to investigate the taxonomy and ecology of the freshwater algae of New Zealand I gradually acquired enough knowledge to present papers on different aspects of New Zealand freshwater algae at annual meetings of the New Zealand Limnological Society in 1976-78, 1980, 1983-85, 1989-91. Although I had retired in 1986 I continued to work on the challenging microalgae and attended further conferences in 1996 and 2001.

My chief aim has been to try and popularise the subject, particularly the ecology and taxonomy of the diatoms in lakes, oxidation ponds and thermal areas in New Zealand.

At one NZLS conference in Dunedin I was the last speaker, and announced to a sleepy audience that “algae get you into a lot of hot water’, My first slide, of the steaming lower terrace at Orakeikorako, was labelled ‘hot water algae’. The audience woke up with a start. 

