Maureen Lewis is the foremost authority on the New Zealand harpacticoid copepods and perhaps best known to freshwater scientists as co-author of “Introduction to the Freshwater Crustacea of New Zealand”. She is married to Robert, a former member of the academic staff in the School of Biological Sciences, University of Auckland, and has two children Ceri and Gwyn. Maureen obtained B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees from the University of Auckland, her thesis on a temporary pond at Ardmore leading to a life-long fascination with small Crustacea. Subsequently, Maureen enrolled as a part-time doctoral student at Auckland (a common route to a Ph.D. in those days) whilst a member of the academic staff. She was variously Curator in Entomology, senior demonstrator and senior tutor in Zoology, co-ordinator of first year teaching in the School of Biological Sciences and acted as an assistant to the Dean of Science. Heavy teaching and family commitments left less time for research than she would have liked. Nevertheless, she was still able to publish an important series of papers describing new freshwater Copepoda and received her PhD in 1981. Ann Chapman, who was appointed to a lectureship at Auckland in the late 1960s and Hillary Jolly, who was a research fellow there in the early 1970s were sources of inspiration for Maureen with their boundless enthusiasm for freshwater biology.  
Maureen was a founder member of the World Association of Copepodologists and delivered a significant paper at their inaugural conference in Amsterdam. This was subsequently published as “The freshwater Harpacticoida of New Zealand: a zoogeographical discussion” in a supplement to Crustaceana. At the second International Conference on Copepoda in Ottawa she gave a plenary lecture on Canthocamptidae (Copepoda). She also co-authored chapters in Jolly and Brown “New Zealand Lakes” and Viner “Inland Waters of New Zealand”. Since the untimely death of Ann Chapman Maureen has assumed responsibility for seeing that the updated version of their Crustacea book is completed. She is a founder member of the New Zealand Limnological Society, and was a member of SIL. In 1987 she was at Auckland International Airport to welcome overseas delegates to the international SIL meeting and send them on to Hamilton.
Maureen has also had a distinguished career in sport, being an Auckland Minor Associations and Auckland Senior Reserve netballer, a South Auckland basketball representative, and Auckland shot-put champion for 12 years. She was New Zealand Universities shot and discus champion and the recipient of a University Blue in Athletics. 
