STUDENT JUDGING FORM – ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Name: _________________________________    Score: _______

Level (PhD/MSc/Hons):________Session/Time:______________

Title:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONTENT (60%)

1. Good science: Is the work a significant and original contribution to limnology? Are the context and significance of the work made clear from the outset? Are aims and hypotheses clearly stated and non-trivial? Is the survey or experiment well planned, adequately replicated, and likely to answer the proposed hypotheses? Is the method described clearly? Are limitations to the study identified where relevant? Are only the key results presented, avoiding distractions by less important results?

2. Logical: Does the talk begin and end in a well-rounded way such that the message is clear, the research question is answered, and the significance of the paper is clear? Is it possible to follow the sequence of events from the beginning of the paper to its conclusion? Is all the necessary information presented in a logical order so that the listener can follow the speaker’s reasoning?

3. Results: Are the results credible? Is it clear that the findings result from the phenomenon being investigated and are unlikely to be an artefact of an inappropriate method or poor design? Is the relevance of the results to the broader discipline clear and convincing? 

Content…..______
PRESENTATION (40%)

1. Effective visual displays: Has the presenter considered the best way to present the material to maximise its clarity and impact? Is text used sparingly? Are figures and diagrams clear and convey useful messages? Are tables kept to a minimum? Is text an appropriate size and font? (Beware that red-green colour blindness is common – blue and yellow is usually a successful combination in Powerpoint.)

2. Oratory expertise: Is the speaker relaxed and organised? Is the speech audible and articulate, and is jargon used correctly? Does the speaker hold your attention with variations in voice, gestures, and interactions with the visual media? Are there any irritating mannerisms or distractions? Does the speaker seem enthusiastic and professional about the topic?

3. Handling questions: Does the speaker answer the actual question? Are poorly-asked questions handled sensitively?
Presentation…..______
COMMENTS

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

